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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

By: Wayne Wright, IRVINE RANCH WATER DISTRICT; SWMOA President
Dear SWMOA Members,

Fall 2014
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I was honored to be appointed to the Board in 2013 and then reelected to that seat for the
2014-2016 term. I never expected that, let alone to be sitting here writing my first President’s
Message. I can remember my first membrane conference in Naples Florida – a SEDA event. I
knew nothing about membranes, but Irvine Ranch Water District (IRWD) was getting ready to
design and build its first plant. They needed someone to oversee the operations and asked if I
would make a trip to Florida. I was greeted by a lot of enthusiastic men and women who were
involved in the industry. With their help and advice, I added to my water industry skills and
became a huge fan of membrane treatment. Not too long after that I witnessed the founding of
AMTA’s West Coast affiliate – SWMOA, right here at IRWD.
I attended every event possible, which served to tremendously increase my membrane
knowledge and operating skills. By listening to others experiences, both good and bad, I have
been able to help design and operate IRWD’s plants; we now have three in operation and a
fourth in design. My point is that I want to urge each of you as members to consider the
opportunities that SWMOA provides. SWMOA can expand the careers and knowledge of
operators, engineers and others in our industry. I want to encourage each of you to step up
and take advantage of the opportunities presented to you and at the same time let others know
about the organization.
I welcome you to join in helping us make our workshops, annual
symposiums and other events as successful as possible. The organization
looks forward to your participation and comments. SWMOA can help
each and every member in some way. You too can be that operator,
engineer, vendor or other that goes from asking “What the heck is
membrane treatment?” to writing your first President’s Message.
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Wayne Wright, SWMOA President

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

By: TOM KNOELL, Orange County Water District; SWMOA Vice President
As I was reading through our President’s
message, I couldn’t help but reflect on my
own career in the membrane industry. If
many of us took a few moments to think
about how far the industry has advanced
the past twenty years, we’d all be very
surprised and excited to be a part of it. I
sure am. I too remember my first
membrane conference in Cleveland, Ohio.
One of the events was hosted at the Rock

and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum, on the
shore of Lake Erie. The Eagles were
inducted that year – a year of the “Hotel
California,” which admittedly was one of
only a few Eagles songs I knew of at the
time. At that conference, I remember
presenting on the fouling tendencies of
a new polyamide membrane vs. the
established cellulose acetate membrane.
Would the industry ever make the transition?
(Continued on page 2)
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

By: TOM KNOELL, Orange County Water District; SWMOA Vice President
(Continued from page 1)

Little did I know that the polyamide membrane would eventually
become the (not so high-pressure) membrane of choice for a
majority of municipal and industrial applications.
Today a great number of resources are at our fingertips to
increase our knowledge of membranes and their associated
processes: AMTA affiliates like SWMOA, webinars, academic
programs, etc. It is likely that a good majority of information
already resides in these resources. The smart membrane
professional today is skilled in mining these resources – resources

that were simply not available back when, for example, the
industry was contemplating polyamide vs. cellulose acetate
membranes. As our President mentioned, SWMOA affords the
opportunity to expand our careers and knowledge of
membranes. SWMOA offers a wide array of workshops, the
annual symposium and the opportunity to participate in a number
of committees and programs. Let’s all be those smart membrane
professionals. Put on those miners caps and dig in. You’ll be
pleasantly surprised!
Please enjoy your Fall 2014 Newsletter.

Please contact publications@swmoa.org for more information.

Visit Us Online!
Go to the Members Only page, sign in and find all the great benefits you receive with being a member of the
Southwest Membrane Operator Association (SWMOA) at www.swmoa.org.
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LEGISLATIVE & REGULATORY UPDATE

By: DAVE SMITH, Olivenhain Municipal Water District; SWMOA Legislative Chair
Assembly Bill – AB145: The transfer of all authority, purposes, responsibilities and jurisdiction over the State of California Safe
Drinking Water Act (SDWA) and Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) from CA Department of Public Health (CDPH)
to State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) took place effective July 1, 2014. Please refer to the link below for
information.
Link: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinkingwater/docs/transition_plan031414.pdf
Drought Emergency: Water industry headlines in California continue to be dominated by the drought emergency, which was
declared by Gov. Brown on January 17th. As storage levels both above and below ground decline, across the state water
agencies continue efforts to educate customers on how to conserve. Many agencies have moved to a Level 2 Water Supply
Shortage condition, which implements and enforces water use restrictions. Proposition 1; the Governor’s $7.5B Water Bond, is
gaining traction as the November 4th ballot approaches.
California State Water Resources Control Board State Wide General NPDES Permit (SWP) for Public Water Systems: A hearing
on the proposed SWP is scheduled to be held on October 21st.
USEPA Long Term 2 Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule – Round 2: The USEPA has announced the upcoming second
round source monitoring required under LT2. Sampling schedules are due prior to January 1, 2015 with Schedule 1 sampling
due to start in April, 2015. Check with your local regulator to find out which schedule fits your system.
Chromium 6 MCL of 0.010 mg/L (DLR 0.001 mg/L) was adopted July 6th 2014. Initial monitoring for PWS’ must begin by
January 1, 2015. A key item to note if your system has historical laboratory data on Cr 6: Check your lab reports for the
reporting limit. If the limit was above the new DLR you may be able to discuss use of historical data with your regulator, to meet
initial monitoring requirements.

Where has your SWMOA been?
Please submit your images to SWMOA Publications at:
publications@swmoa.org
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ATTENTION CALIFORNIA OPERATORS
By: TOM KNOELL, Orange County Water District; SWMOA Vice President

Effective July 1, 2014, the responsibility for California’s operator certification program for operators of public water systems was
transferred from the State Department of Public Health to the State Water Resources Control Board. The transfer was
accomplished by means of the addition of new Section 116271 to the Health and Safety Code. However, no change was made
to the existing drinking water operator certification program statutes or regulations. The Office of Operator Certification is
comprised of two programs:


Drinking Water Operator Certification Program (DWOCP) - The goal of the program is to ensure that skilled professionals
are overseeing the treatment and distribution of safe drinking water. Operator certification is an important step in
promoting compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA).



Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator Certification Program (WWTPOCP) – The goal is to ensure that operators of
wastewater treatment facilities in the State meet the minimum level of competence; thereby, protecting public health and
the environment.

NOTE: Effective October 1, 2014, the Drinking Water Operator Certification Program’s new mailing address is:
State Water Resources Control Board
P.O. Box 944212
Sacramento CA, 94244
Attn: Drinking Water Operator Certification
For any additional questions, please review the Operator Certification website: www.waterboards.ca.gov/
water_issues/programs/operator_certification
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For more information on these great workshops,
please visit SWMOA’s online Event Calendar at: http://www.swmoa.org/calendar

EXCITING UPCOMING WORKSHOPS

By: Troy Walker, HAZEN AND SAWYER; SWMOA Technology Transfer Committee Chair
October will see three exciting workshops across three States. These are a great opportunity to learn from experts and share
knowledge and experience with other plant operators. Please sign up soon as space is very limited.


Starting on October 16, West Basin Municipal Water District will host “Merica is Addicted to Membranes,” with a focus on
membranes and water recycling for industrial customers at their Carson, CA treatment facility.



October 21 sees Arizona’s turn with “Squeezing the Most from Your Membranes” - hosted by the City of Goodyear at their
RO plant. The focus here is most appropriate for the region - membranes in a dry climate.



Last but not least is “Membranes in New Mexico” at the Buckman Direct Diversion plant in Santa Fe on October 23.

Online Registration Form

Oct. 23 - Santa Fe, NM

Oct. 16 - Carson, CA

Oct. 21 - Goodyear, AZ

For more information and registration for these workshops, please visit the event calendar on the SWMOA website! Or click the
buttons below for the online registration forms and click the images for the brochures.

Online Registration Form

Online Registration Form

And stay tuned, as we are in the planning stages of next year’s AMTA/SWMOA Joint workshop which will be in Carefree Arizona
in May. It is already shaping up to be an exciting program, and there are still a few openings on our program. So let us know if
you have any interesting product, ideas or projects you’d like to showcase. The best presentations are always from operators
talking about their plants – remember we are the Operator’s Association – so take the plunge and come present!

Please mark your calendars for the 2015 Symposium! It will be held April 20-22, 2015 at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Ventura, CA.

We Need Your Input for the SWMOA News
 Share your experiences with others; member contributions are welcomed.
 Take this opportunity to place your company or plant in the news
 If you would like to take a more active role and become a newsletter committee

member, please contact us at publications@swmoa.org
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SAVE THE DATE: 2015 ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM

By: Christiana Daisy, P.E., West Basin Municipal Water District; SWMOA Program Chair
Save the Date!
2015 Annual SWMOA Symposium
April 21-22, 2015
Ventura, CA
Registration is available on the SWMOA Website: www.swmoa.org or call 888-463-0830
As we continue to face a major drought, the solutions will be complex. One thing is certain: technology will play a key role. You
are invited to learn about technologies that will provide effective management of water and how our membership will be
essential players in leading this effort. SWMOA is dedicated to help educate and train owners and operators of membrane systems to be as prepared as possible for upcoming opportunities, learn from your colleagues on what they are doing, and be as
educated as possible on what the industry has to offer.

2015 ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM SPONSOR INFORMATION
By: Tom Knoell, Orange County Water District; SWMOA Vice President

Mark Your Calendars Now for the 2015 Annual Symposium
April 21-22 2015 - Ventura, CA
Sponsorship is now available and company logos and/or names will be included in the Brochure if received prior to printing which
is scheduled for early November 2014.
To sign up as a Sponsor to be listed in the Brochure, please complete the Sponsorship Company Information Form by clicking the
link or email planning@swmoa.org for assistance. All sponsorship is available on a first-come, first-serve basis and recorded based
upon receipt of registration form and full payment.
SWMOA attendees will learn about the topics of:
Dealing with Drought, Hands-On Training; Panel Discussion on Succession Planning and Knowledge Transfer, ZLDs, Residual
Management, Concentrate Disposal, Interactive Session and Operator Case Studies as well as Lessons Learned..
Sponsorship Opportunities:






Bag Sponsor...available at $2,000
Includes Logo on bags, recognition at the event as a bag
sponsor
Platinum Level...available at $1,200
Includes 1 Exhibit Space or 2 Full Registrants, and recognition
at Welcome Reception and Lunch Events
Gold Level...available at $900
Includes 1 Exhibit Space or 2 Full Registrants, and recognition
at Lunch Events







Silver Level...available at $600
Includes recognition at Refreshment Breaks
Bronze Level...available at $300
Includes recognition at Interactive Break-Out Sessions
Lanyards...available at $750
Includes Logo on lanyards, recognition at the event as a
lanyard sponsor

All sponsors and exhibitors will receive: List of attendees sent via e-mail two weeks prior, Acknowledgement in the materials - 100
-word company description, and Sign recognition during the program

Visit Us Online!
Go to the Members Only page, sign in and find all the great benefits you receive with being a member of the
Southwest Membrane Operator Association (SWMOA) at www.swmoa.org
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2015 AWARD NOMINATIONS








The treatment plant shall be 1 mgd or greater in production capability in order to be considered
for this award.
The treatment plant shall employee at least one membrane based treatment process.
The plant shall be a public or private facility providing treatment for potable water use, wastewater
treatment, or reclaimed water treatment.
The treatment plant shall have exhibited an exemplary safety record.
The treatment plant should demonstrate a history of minimum and preferably no permit violations
as recorded by the local regulating body.
The treatment plant should consistently be neat and clean in appearance with minimal impact for
surrounding neighbors.
It is preferable that the plant be used by its owner to educate the public on water supply, water
quality, treatment, and/or reuse.

Plant of the Year

Southwest Membrane Operator Association “Plant of the Year” Award Criteria

Online Nomination Form
Click image for PDF form and
button for the online form

Southwest Membrane Operator Association “Plant of the Year” Compensation




The award recipient will be announced at the SWMOA Annual Symposium and receive a plaque recognizing this
achievement. In addition, the recipient’s achievement will be mentioned in the SWMOA quarterly newsletter and on the SWMOA
web site.
A letter will be written by the SWMOA president to the manager of the winning treatment plant acknowledging the
achievement.









The award recipient must have worked for at least one year as a licensed plant operator in a
facility that contains at least one membrane based treatment process.
The recipient should exhibit a job effort that is above and beyond the normal requirement for his
or her position.
The recipient should demonstrate a working knowledge of membrane processes and a willingness to further their knowledge on a regular basis.
The recipient should demonstrate the ability to positively represent his or her employer in the
water or wastewater industry.
An evaluation of the candidate’s work experience, honors, character, self reliance, and leadership
will be used to select the award recipient.
It is preferable that the award nominees have a letter of recommendation from their supervisor
or other management personnel.
It is preferable that the candidate be active in industry organization such as AWWA, WEF,
CWEA, AMTA, or SWMOA.

Operator of the Year

Southwest Membrane Operator Association “Operator of the Year” Award Criteria

Online Nomination Form
Click image for PDF form and
button for the online form

Southwest Membrane Operator Association “Operator of the Year” Compensation





The award recipient will be announced at the SWMOA Annual Symposium and receive a plaque recognizing this achievement. In addition, the recipient’s achievement will be mentioned in the SWMOA quarterly newsletter and posted on the
SWMOA web site.
A letter will be written by the SWMOA president to the winner’s manager acknowledging the achievement.
Winner will receive one free annual symposium registration to be used at the symposium following that which the award was
received.
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MEMBER’S CORNER

By: TOM KNOELL, Orange County Water District; SWMOA Vice President
SWMOA MembersDo you ever wonder what’s happening outside the fences of your treatment facility? Is that membrane
process being used by anyone else in the area? New hires, promotions, retirements? WE WANT TO
KNOW!
The value of a SWMOA membership lies in the knowledge and experience of its members. Tapping into
this knowledge base can benefit all of us as we continue to seek ways of optimizing our operations and
advancing our careers. We are currently assembling our next newsletter and I would love to post some
newsworthy information from our members. Please send your posts to me at publications@swmoa.org.
I look forward to including this information in our upcoming newsletter.
Thanks Everyone,

Tom Knoell
SWMOA Editor
SWMOA Executive Board

Members’ Corner:
 John Perlman has joined consulting engineering firm SPI, of
Carlsbad, CA as Manager of its Membrane Support Services
group. Most recently managing engineering and operations for
RO & MF system manufacturer Separation Engineering, Inc.,
John has more than 30 years of membrane system design and
operating experience ranging from Monterrey, Mexico to
Umm Lujj, Saudi Arabia to Urumqi in Western China. John’s
work history includes 16 years with UOP Fluid Systems
(now Koch) and consulting work with Energy
Recovery Inc. and Nano H2O. He can be reached at
jperlman@spi-engineering.com
 Kevin Westerling, SWMOA member and editor of Water
Online, wanted to announce that a section of Water Online
dedicated entirely to membrane solutions can be found via
the following link: http://www.wateronline.com/solution/
water-membranes. In it contains the latest industry news,
case studies white papers, products, etc.

 California State Polytechnic University, Pomona currently has
two openings to staff its new RO facility. If any members are
interested, please visit the following links:
 Water Operations Managerhttp://www.csupomona.edu/~jobs/dated/
employ2014/50766.html
 Shift Operatorhttp://www.csupomona.edu/~jobs/dated/
employ2014/50767.html
 Olivenhain Water Treatment Plant (Encinitas, CA) uses
GE-Zenon UF membranes in their facility. Every year GE
hosts a 2-1/2 day user’s conference in North America to talk
membranes and share experiences – similar to our SWMOA
events. To our SWMOA operators out there: Do other
manufacturers promote these types of events? If so, it would
be great to hear from you. Perhaps we can incorporate
some ideas into our SWMOA workshop & conference
formulas.
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MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY

By: Eric Owens, West Basin Municipal Water District; SWMOA Membership Chair
SWMOA currently has 344 members. This is a decent number, but it’s not great. We have hovered around the 300 mark for
several years now. SWMOA hasn’t seen any significant growth in membership since our early years. This is a real problem for
our organization and we’ve got to correct it. You’ve got to correct it. Listen, if you’re reading the Membership Section of the
quarterly SWMOA newsletter, then you must be personally invested in our association and this industry. You’ve already
demonstrated a commitment to SWMOA by the simple fact that you’ve gotten this deep into the newsletter. Now we need you
to take that commitment a step further…recruit somebody. Convince somebody in our industry to join SWMOA. My challenge
to the board and our membership body is to break the 400 member mark before our next symposium in April 2015. Help us
get the word out, and help us grow SWMOA!

SWMOA Honorary Lifetime Membership
Any SWMOA Member may nominate a Member for Honorary Lifetime Membership through the completion and submission of
this Form to the Board. All blanks must be completed for eligibility. Upon approval by the Board, the chosen nominee shall be
declared Lifetime Honorary Members of SWMOA. The nominees shall be mailed a certificate signed and dated by the President.
The Honorary Member shall be afforded all rights and privileges of a regular member. To be considered your completed
application must be submitted to: admin@swmoa.org. or for the online application link: http://www.swmoa.org/wp-content/
uploads/SWMOA_Honorary_Membership_Nomination_Form.pdf
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We Need Your Input for the SWMOA News
 Share your experiences with others; member contributions are welcomed.
 Take this opportunity to place your company or plant in the news
 If you would like to take a more active role and become a newsletter committee member, please

contact us at publications@swmoa.org

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
THE SWMOA ORGANIZATION IS NOW 344 MEMBERS STRONG!
PLEASE WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS:
Johnson Ajedegba
Texas A&M University, Kingsville

James Massello
Cuyamaca College

Alex Bonham
ChemTreat

Christian McCrea

David Depaulo
City of Buckeye

Miguel Oyoque
Cuyamaca Community College

Jaime Garcia

John Perlman
Separation Processes, Inc.

Glenn Garrett
City of San Juan Capistrano

Jerome Salazar
CH2MHill

Alan Jones
Cuyamaca College

Gerald Salazar
CH2MHill

Stanley Krute
Helix Water District

Dana Snoke
City of Escondido

Kyle Long

Eddie Solis
City of Buckeye

GaryD Martinez

Adelfo Zafico
Cuyamaca College

Visit Us Online!
Go to the Members Only page, sign in and find all the great benefits you receive with being a member of the
Southwest Membrane Operator Association (SWMOA) at www.swmoa.org.

Take Full Advantage of SWMOA’s Publication Emails!
Workshop Announcements and Reminders
Symposium Announcements and Reminders
 Awards Nomination Announcements and Reminders
 Newsletter Announcements




Are you having trouble receiving our event publication emails? - Please check your Junk mail box
Is your SPAM filter holding these emails from your inbox? - Please check your SPAM mail box
Please remember to add swmoa.org and totalevent.org to your email system’s White lists!
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COMMITTEE CHAIR
Member
AMTA Liaison:

Awards:
Bylaws & Policies:
Nomination/Election:

Finance:
Legislative:
Membership:
Operator Certification:

Publications/Newsletter:
Program:

Public Relations:
Technology Transfer:

Troy Walker
Christiana Daisy
Tom Knoell
Wayne Wright
Eric Owens
Christiana Daisy
Mary Portillo
Tom Knoell
David Smith
David Smith
Eric Owens
Ryan Furukawa
Eric Owens
Lynne Gulizia
TBD
Tom Knoell
Christiana Daisy
Eric Owens
Mary Portillo
David Smith
Tom Knoell
Troy Walker
Eric Owens
Christiana Daisy
Lynne Gulizia

Company
Hazen and Sawyer, P.C.

Phone
480-366-5915

West Basin Municipal Water District

310-660-6233

Orange County Water District

714-378-3357

Irvine Ranch Water District

949-453-5747

West Basin Municipal Water District

310-660-6233

West Basin Municipal Water District

310-660-6233

MWH Global, Inc.

702-821-4326

Orange County Water District

714-378-3357

Olivenhain Municipal Water District

760-753-6466

Olivenhain Municipal Water District

760-753-6466

West Basin Municipal Water District

310-660-6233

Professional Water Technologies, LLC

760-639-4400

West Basin Municipal Water District

310-660-6233

Toray Membrane USA, Inc.

858-602-2438

Orange County Water District

714-378-3357

West Basin Municipal Water District

310-660-6233

West Basin Municipal Water District

310-660-6233

MWH Global, Inc.

702-821-4326

Olivenhain Municipal Water District

760-753-6466

Orange County Water District

714-378-3357

Hazen and Sawyer, P.C.

480-366-5915

West Basin Municipal Water District

310-660-6233

West Basin Municipal Water District

310-660-6233

Toray Membrane USA, Inc.

858-602-2438

Email

twalker@hazenandsawyer.com
christianad@westbasin.org
tknoell@ocwd.com
wright@irwd.com
erico@westbasin.org
christianad@westbasin.org
mary.c.portillo@mwhglobal.com
tknoell@ocwd.com
dsmith@olivenhain.com
dsmith@olivenhain.com
erico@westbasin.org
ryan.furukawa@pwtchemicals.com
erico@westbasin.org
lynneg@toraymem.com
tknoell@ocwd.com
christianad@westbasin.org
erico@westbasin.org
mary.c.portillo@mwhglobal.com
dsmith@olivenhain.com
tknoell@ocwd.com
twalker@hazenandsawyer.com
erico@westbasin.org
christianad@westbasin.org
lynneg@toraymem.com

UPCOMING EVENTS
Oct. 16, 2014
SWMOA ’Merica is Addicted to Membranes Workshop
West Basin Municipal Water District
Carson, CA

April 20-22, 2015
SWMOA 2015 Annual Symposium
Crowne Plaza Ventura Beach Hotel
Ventura, CA

Oct. 21, 2014
SWMOA Squeezing the Most from Your Membranes Workshop
City of Goodyear
Goodyear, AZ

April 22, 2015
SWMOA Board Meeting
Crowne Plaza Ventura Beach Hotel
Ventura, CA

Oct. 23, 2014
SWMOA Membranes in New Mexico Workshop
City of Santa Fe/BDD
Santa Fe, NM

May 16-18, 2016
SWMOA 2016 Annual Symposium
Scottsdale Plaza Resort
Scottsdale, AZ
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Southwest Membrane
Operator Association

1035 E. Vista Way, #103
Vista, CA 92084
Ph: 888-463-0830
Fax: 772-463-0860
Email: publications@swmoa.org

Check Us Out Online

SWMOA was formed in 2006 as an affiliate of the American Membrane
Technology Association (AMTA). It is dedicated to the improvement of the
quality of water supplies through desalting, reuse, and other water sciences. The
Association's members are concerned with design, research and development,
equipment manufacture, operation and maintenance, environmental regulations
and legislation.
The Association's objectives include promotion, to the public and to elected
officials, of available technologies that improve water quality; education, training,
and certification of plant operation personnel; communication within the
membership; development of meaningful interface with regulatory agencies;
technology transfer; and protection of the environment.
The Association is committed to the advancement of its objectives throughout
the Southwest United States region including but not limited to Arizona,
California, Hawaii, Nevada, Utah, Colorado, and New Mexico within the limits
of its resources.

www.swmoa.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Member

Term

Company

Phone

Email

2014-2016

949-453-5747

wright@irwd.com

-

2012-2015

714-378-3357

tknoell@ocwd.com

-

2012-2015

760-740-1385

dsmith@olivenhain.com

2014-2016

760-639-4400

ryan.furukawa@pwtchemicals.com

2012-2015

310-660-6233

erico@westbasin.org

2014-2016

310-660-6233

christianad@westbasin.org

2014-2015

714-678-8832

rdaly@csmwater.com

2014-2016

702-821-4326

mary.c.portillo@mwhglobal.com

2014-2015

480-366-5915

twalker@hazenandsawyer.com

858-602-2438

lynneg@toraymem.com

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

-

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EX-OFFICIO DIRECTOR

